Two-child policy? {#cesec10}
=================

China is to relax rules for its controversial one-child policy, allowing families in which either parent is an only child to have two children. Other reforms announced after a meeting of China\'s leaders include the abolition of labour camps, in which people can be detained without trial for up to 4 years.

German transplantation crisis {#cesec20}
=============================

At its annual congress in Berlin, the German Organ Transplantation Foundation reported a depressing record: only 754 people donated organs after death so far in 2013, 15·5% fewer than in 2012. The numbers have continuously fallen since the discovery last year that organs were allocated to patients whose records had been manipulated. A fully transparent transplantation register is planned and is hoped to restore trust in the allocation system.

Child friendliness {#cesec30}
==================

Africa is 11·5% more child friendly now than it was 5 years ago, with huge reductions in infant mortality contributing to the improvement, according to [a report](https://app.box.com/s/gnd55soemkrk03wzgqi2){#interrefs10}. The poorest rated countries have low health-care spending, little funding for immunisation, and inadequate legal protection for children.

English eye care {#cesec40}
================

The Royal National Institute of Blind People has warned that patients in England might be losing their sight unnecessarily because departments are too stretched. In [a report](http://www.rnib.org.uk/getinvolved/campaign/yoursight/Documents/saving-money-losing-sight-full-report-word.doc){#interrefs20}, more than 80% of ophthalmologists admitted that their departments could not keep up with demand, and 94% did not think that they had enough capacity for the future.
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Birth defects {#cesec50}
=============

Shanxi province in China is preparing to launch the country\'s first database of genes associated with birth defects. About 900 000 children are born with birth defects in China every year, accounting for 15--20% of all birth defects worldwide. Initially containing analysis of 1200 samples from Shanxi, the database will expand to include data from other provinces in the next 5 years.
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Sudan polio fears {#cesec60}
=================

Polio vaccinations for 165 000 children in Sudan, scheduled for Nov 5--12, have been blocked by squabbling between the government and rebels, according to the UN. Access for health-care workers into the South Kordofan and Blue Nile states, which border South Sudan, has been denied despite a UN Security Council resolution.

*E coli* outbreak {#cesec70}
=================

As of Nov 10, 26 people have been infected with Shiga-toxin-producing *Escherichia coli* O157:H7 in the USA, mostly in California. According to federal officials the infection probably came from two ready-to-eat salads produced by Glass Onion Catering, which have since been recalled. Six people have been admitted to hospital.

MERS in Kuwait {#cesec80}
==============

Kuwait has reported its first two cases of Middle East respiratory syndrome coronavirus (MERS-CoV), a little more than 18 months after the disease was first confirmed in Saudi Arabia. One man had recently travelled abroad, but there had been no reported contact between the patients. The Kuwait Ministry of Health has taken steps to control the outbreak, including launching of a hotline for advice.

A&E reform {#cesec90}
==========

Accident and emergency (A&E) departments in England should be split into two tiers of major and non-major emergency centres, according to [proposals](http://www.nhs.uk/NHSEngland/keogh-review/Documents/UECR.Ph1Report.FV.pdf){#interrefs30} for emergency care reform in the National Health Service. General practitioners, paramedics, pharmacists, and call centres would provide improved support to keep patients with minor and chronic disorders out of A&E.

Family planning action {#cesec100}
======================

The third International Conference on Family Planning, held on Nov 12--15 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, closed with a call to action to prioritise family planning in the post-2015 development framework. Access to voluntary family-planning services and modern contraceptives should benefit both long-term economic growth and women\'s equality and rights.

PIP compensation {#cesec110}
================

A French court has found the German quality-control company TÜV Rheinland liable for neglecting its duties of control and vigilance in the PIP breast implant scandal. Six distributors and 1672 women sued the company for €53 million. The women will initially receive €3000 each, with a hearing on further compensation due next year.

Baby-saving dreams {#cesec120}
==================

Argentinian mechanic Jorge Odón claims that a simple device to ease the delivery of babies stuck in the birth canal was invented after the idea came to him in a dream. WHO has endorsed the Odón Device---a lubricated plastic sleeve that is placed around the head and inflated before being gently pulled until the baby emerges---and worldwide testing is planned.

For ***The Lancet* News podcast** see <http://www.thelancet.com/lancet-news-audio/>

© 2013 www.elysium.cc2013Since January 2020 Elsevier has created a COVID-19 resource centre with free information in English and Mandarin on the novel coronavirus COVID-19. The COVID-19 resource centre is hosted on Elsevier Connect, the company\'s public news and information website. Elsevier hereby grants permission to make all its COVID-19-related research that is available on the COVID-19 resource centre - including this research content - immediately available in PubMed Central and other publicly funded repositories, such as the WHO COVID database with rights for unrestricted research re-use and analyses in any form or by any means with acknowledgement of the original source. These permissions are granted for free by Elsevier for as long as the COVID-19 resource centre remains active.
